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West  Bengal  Act  XI  of  19621 

THE  WEST  BENGAL  HOME  GUARDS  ACT,  1962. 

Amended  . . West  Ben.  Act  XII  of  1990. 

\J4th  December,  J 962.] An 

Act  to  provide  for  the  constitution  of  Home  Guards  in 
West  Ben  gat. 

Whereas  ii  is  necessary  lo  provide  for  the  constitution  of  Home  Guards 
in  West  Bengal; 

It  is  hereby  enacted  in  ihe  Thirteenth  Year  of  the  Republic  of  India, 
by  ihe  Legislature  of  West  Bengal,  as  follows;— 

1.  This  Act  may  be  called  the  West  Bengal  Home  Guards 
Act,  1962. 

(2)  It  extends  lo  the  whole  of  West  Bengal 


Ben.  Act 
JV  oft  866. 
Ben.  Ac  i 
11  of  1866. 


llc/i.  Act 
IV  of  IS6-1 


2.  In  this  Act,  unless  there  is  anything  repugnant  in  the  subject  or 
context, — 

(1)  “Calcutta*1  means  Ihe  town  of  Calcutta  as  defined  in  section 
3 of  the  Calcutta  Police  Act,  1866  together  wjih  the  suburbs 
of  the  town  of  Calcutta  as  defined  by  notification  under 
section  1 of  the  Calcutta  Suburban  Police  Act,  1866; 

‘(1A)  “Commandant  General,  Home  Guards”  means  the 
officer  appointed  as  such  under  section  2A; 

(2)  “district'1  means  a Zita  referred  to  in  the  Bengal  Districts 
Act,  1864,  but  does  not,  in  the  case  of  the  district  of 
24-Parganas,  include  any  area  comprised  in  the  suburbs  of 
the  town  of  Calcutta  as  defined  by  notification  under  section 
1 of  the  Calcutta  Suburban  Police  Act,  1866. 

(3)  “Home  Guard”  means  a Home  Guard  constituted  under 
section  3. 

The  State  Government  may,  by  notification  in  the  Official 
Gazette,  appoint  an  officer  lo  be  the  Commandant  General,  Home  Guards, 
on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  SLate  Government  may  determine. 

32B,  The  Commissioner  of  Police,  Calcutta,  shall  be  the  ex-officio 
Additional  Commandant  General,  Home  Guards. 


■ 2C,  The  Superintendent  of  Police  in  a district  shall*  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Act,  be  under  the  Commandant  General,  Home  Guards. 


'For  tlic  Statement  of  Objects  and  Reasons  and  die  Financial  Memorandum,  see  Lhc  Calcutta 
Gazette,  Extraordinary  of  the  ! 4ih  November.  1962.  Part  IV  a,  page  345 1 ; for  proceedings  of 
[ he  Wes  L B eng  a!  Legis  tali  ve  Assembly,  see  l he  p rocced  in  gs  o f t he  meeting  o f i ha ! A ssc  mbly 
held  on  [be  21st  November.  1 962;  and  for  proceedings  ofthc  West  Bengal  Lagis  hi  ive  Council, 
jrr  the  proceedings  of  ihe  meeting  of  that  Council  held  on  the  22nd  November,  1962. 

:CJause  { 1 A)  was  inserted  by  s.  2 of  the  West  Bengal  Home  GuanJs  (Amendment)  Act, 
1990  (West  Ben.  Act  XII  or  1990). 
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[West  Ben.  Act 


(Sections  3-6.) 

3.  '[The  Superintendent  of  Police  in  a disLrici,  upon  such  directions 
as  may  be  given  by  the  Commandant  General,  Home  Guards,  or  the 
Commissioner  of  Police  and  ex-officio  Additional  Commandant  General, 
Home  Guards,  in  Calcutta,  may  constitute  for  the  district  or  for  Calcutta, 
as  the  case  may  be,  a body  of  volunteers]  to  be  called  the  Home  Guards, 
the  members  of  which  shall  discharge  such  functions  in  relation  to  the 
protection  of  persons,  the  security  of  properly  or  the  public  safety  as  may 
be  assigned  to  them  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  and 
the  rules  made  thereunder. 

4.  -[The  Superintendent  of  Police  in  a districr,  upon  such  directions 
as  may  be  given  by  the  Commandant  General,  Home  Guards,  or  the 
Commissioner  of  Police  and  ex-officio  Additional  Commandant  General, 
Home  Guards,  in  Calcutta,  may  enrol  as  volunteers]  of  the  Home  Guard 
so  many  persons,  who  arc  fit  and  willing  to  serve  as  such,  as  he  is 
authorised  by  the  Stale  Government  to  appoint  and  may  appoint  any 
such  member  to  any  office  of  command  in  the  Home  Guard. 

5*  The  Superintendent  of  Police  in  a district  ^[subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Commandant  General,  Home  Guards,]  or  the  Commissioner  of 
Police  J[and  cx- officio  Additional  Commandant  General,  Home  Guards,] 
in  Calculta  may  at  any  Lime  call  out  a ^volunteer]  of  the  Home  Guard  for 
Gaining  or  to  discharge  any  of  the  functions  assigned  to  (he  Home  Guard 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  and  the  rules  made 
the  re  under. 

6-  (1)  A ^ volunteer]  of  the  Home  Guard  when  called  out  under 

section  5 shall  have  the  same  powers,  privilages  and  protection  as  an 
officer  of  police  appointed  under  any  Act  for  the  time  being  in  force. 

(2)  No  prosecution  shall  be  instituted  against  a 7[volunleer]  of  the 
Home  Guard  in  respect  of  anything  done  or  purporting  to  be  done  by 
him  in  the  discharge  of  his  functions  as  such  7[ volunteer],  except  with 
the  previous  sanction  in  a district  of  the  District  Magistrate,  or  in  Calcutta 
of  the  Commissioner  or  Police  *[and  ex-officio  Additional  Commandant 
General,  Home  Guards]. 


JThc  words  within  ihe  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  ‘The  Superintendent 
of  Police  in  a district  or  the  Commissioner  of  Police  in  Calcutta  may  constitute  for  the  district 
or  Calcutta,  as  the  case  may  be.  a body"  by  s.  4 of  the  West  Bengal  Home  Guards  (Amendment) 
Act,  1990  (West  Ben,  Act  XII  t>r  1990). 

:Thc  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  ‘The  Superintendent 
of  Police  in  a distri  ct  or  the  Commissioner  o f Poli  cc  in  CaJou  ra  may  appo  i nt  as  me  tubers' ' by 
s.  5,  ibid, 

The  words  within  ihe  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s.  6{  l),  ibid „ 

■'The  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s.  6(2),  ibid. 

-The  word  within  (he  square  brackets  was  substituted  for  the  word  "member”  by  s.  6(3), 
ibid. 

'The  word  wji Jiin  the  square  brackets  was  substituted  for  the  word  "member"  by  s.  7(  t ), 
ibid, 

The  vvord  within  the  square  brackets  was  substituted  for  the  word  "member 1 by  s.  7(2)(a), 
ibid. 
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XI  of  1962*] 


(Sections  7-10 J 


7.  The  J[volunleers]  of  the  Home  Guard  when  called  oui  under  Control  by 

section  5 directly  in  aid  of  the  police  force  shall  be  under  the  control  of  ^jce7orce 

Lhe  officers  of  such  force,  in  such  manner  and  lo  such  extent  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  rules  made  under  section  9. 


5 of  1 S6J . 
Ben,  Act  IV 
of  1866. 


'The  word  within  (he  square  brackets  was  substituted  for  the  word  “members' ‘ by 
s.  8 of  the  West  Bengal  Home  Guards  (Amendment)  Act.  1 990  (West  Ben,  Act  XII  of  1 990). 

The  word  with i a the  square  brackets  was  substituted  for  the  word  “member"  by 
s.9(l  UM 

The  words  within  the  square  brackelswere  subsli  luted  for  the  word  "as  a member  of  the 
Home  Guard"  by  s.  9(2),  ibid. 

^Section  8 A was  inserted  by  s.  II,  ibid. 

-For  the  West  Bengal  Home  Guards  Rules,  1962,  see  notification  No.  A 5 S3 -PI.,  daled  the 
13ih  November,  1962,  published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette.  Extraordinary  at  1962,  Part  1,  pages 
3*135*3438.  as  subsequently  amended  from  lime  to  lime. 

The  word  within  the  square  brackets  was  substituted  for  the  wrord  '‘members"  by 
s.  10(1)  - of  the  West  Bengal  Home  Guards  (Amendment)  Act,  1 990  (West  Ben.  Ad  XII  or 
1990). 

The  word  within  the  square  brackets  was  substituted  for  the  word  “appointment"  by 
s.  IQtfHa).  ibid. 

The  word  within  l he  square  brackets  was  substituted  for  the  word  "members"  by  s.  J0(2)(b). 
ibid. 

The  svord  within  the  square  brackets  svas  substituted  for  the  word  “members"  by  s.  10(3), 
ibid. 

3CThc  word  within  the  strait  brackets  was  substituted  for  (he  word  "members"  bv  s MK4V 


8.  ff  any  -[volunteer]  of  a Home  Guard,  on  being  called  out  under  Penalty, 
section  5,  without  sufficient  excuse  neglects  or  refuses  to  obey  such 
order  or  to  discharge  his  functions  ^[as  such  volunteer]  or  to  obey  any 
lawful  order  or  direction  given  to  him  For  lhe  performance 
of  his  duLies,  he  shall,  on  conviction  by  a competent  Court,  be 
punishable  with  fine  which  may  extend  lo  fifty  rupees. 

^8  A.  The  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  have  effect  notwithstanding  Actio  have 
anything  lo  the  contrary  contained  in  the  Police  Act,  1861  or  the  Calcutta 
Police  Act,  1866  or  in  any  other  law  for  Lhe  time  being  in  force, 

9*  The  Slate  Government  may  make  Tales  consistent  with  this  Act  Rules- 
providing  for:— 

(a)  the  exercise  of  control  by  officers  of  the  police  force  over 
fl[volunieers]  of  Lhe  Home  Guard  when  acting  directly  in  aid 
of  lhe  police  force; 

(b)  the  organisation,  ^[enrolment],  training,  conditions  of  service, 
duties,  discipline,  arms,  accounircmcms  and  clothing  of 
p [volunteers]  of  lhe  Home  Guard  and  Lhe  manner  in  which 
they  may  called  out  for  service; 

(c)  allowances,  if  any,  payable  lo  the  9[  volunteers]  of  the  Home 
Guard  and  Lhe  conditions  subject  to  which  such  allowances 
may  be  paid; 

(d)  conferment  on  10[volunteers]  of  lhe  Home  Guard  of  such 
powers  exercisable  by  a police  officer  or  such  other  person 
under  any  Centra!  or  State  Act  for  the  lime  being  in  force  as 
the  State  Government  may  think  fit; 

(e)  generally  giving  effect  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 
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(Section  JO J 


[West  Ben.  Act  XI  of  1962.] 


Repeal  and 
savings. 


10.  (1)  The  WesL  Bengal  Home  Guards  Ordinance,  1962,  is  hereby 

repealed. 

(2)  Anything  done  or  any  action  taken  under  the  WesL  Bengal  Home 
Guards  Ordinance,  1962,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  validly  done  or 
lakcn  under  this  Act  as  if  this  Acl  had  commenced  on  the  11th  day  of 
November,  1962. 


WcsiBen. 
Ord.  XI  of 
1962. 


